Greatly increased comminution of bone is their chief characteristic ; increased laceration of the soft parts, though often present, depending on the range at which the ball is fired, if short and the part struck is fleshy, the laceration seems less?if at long range, and the part on which it impinges be little covered with soft parts, the tearing which follows is greatly more than if the accident had been caused by the old round ball. This comminution of the bone often prevents reunion, and the consequent amputations required are to be performed very much nearer the trunk than they otherwise would, and thus the danger to life is woefully multiplied. These points will, however, call for more particular notice subsequently.
Further, at many of what may be termed the leading surgical epochs of the war, special circumstances have influenced the result^. 
